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But First: Understanding Common Acronyms

NOI-Notice of Intent

LOI-Letter of intent

RFP-Request for Proposal

RFR-Request for Response

RFI-Request for Information

RFQ-Request for Quote

Resources:

Medium.com

https://www.allacronyms.com/

https://medium.com/@arindey/are-you-confused-with-the-terms-rfi-rfq-rft-and-rfp-478a43f721d2
https://www.allacronyms.com/


How To Find Grants

Foundations

State

Federal



Finding 
Foundations

◦ There are several databases that collect 
foundation information. Most have membership 
fees but here is one of my favorite that is free.

◦ https://www.grantmakers.io/

◦ Impala.digital and Candid

◦ Activity: lets look up a funder

https://www.grantmakers.io/
https://login.impala.digital/login?state=hKFo2SBnQzVMZlNVY01XM21NZVpqM0YyNVBpMTlocHZZNktrbaFupWxvZ2luo3RpZNkgX3dYWVA5TW84aVBHZi1PREV0TmtaWWcta0pNT21raXGjY2lk2SB6MW5VRFpFejRKeVZna2YxU2owQThqOWtScXJwV3lNeg&client=z1nUDZEz4JyVgkf1Sj0A8j9kRqrpWyMz&protocol=oauth2&audience=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.impala.digital%2F&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.impala.digital&scope=openid%20profile%20email&response_type=code&response_mode=query&nonce=YWFUQXRob1oyVHEuQWxYaXlSN1prS25CdEQ2N2dBVE1QT2JSOUIyTDBYVw%3D%3D&code_challenge=VH_Dy4LCkFcehzE8LH9ppSe7AxYF0VJjgQ5hQfidCbY&code_challenge_method=S256&auth0Client=eyJuYW1lIjoiYXV0aDAtcmVhY3QiLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjoiMS45LjAifQ%3D%3D
https://candid.org/


State Grants

◦ The state has an online database for identifying 
and submitting grant applications
◦ (although some divisions manage their own grants 

processes.)

◦ https://www.commbuys.com/bso/

◦ Things to know
◦ The database is organized by UNSPC codes

◦ To see some details you need to register for an account

◦ Activity: lets explore Commbuys / state grants

https://www.commbuys.com/bso/
https://www.unspsc.org/


Federal 
Grants

◦ The federal government has a digital grants 
portal: www.grants.gov

◦ Things to know
◦ You'll need both a UEI (replaced DUNS) a SAM Cage Code 

to apply for federal grants.

◦ The database is organized by CFDA numbers

◦ To see some details you'll need to register for an account

◦ Activity: let's explore grants.gov

http://www.grants.gov
https://beta.sam.gov/help/assistance-listing


A few resources

Lets take a look at a few a few resources I use to identify grants/ access training and support:

Mass Non Profit Network

Non Profit Learning Lab

Mass Department of Agriculture

http://massnonprofitnet.org/benefits-join/nonprofit-membership/
https://www.nonprofitlearninglab.org/
https://www.mass.gov/guides/agricultural-grants-and-financial-assistance-programs#-grants-to-improve-food-access-


Key aspects to successful applications

Data & 3rd Party 
Research

Persuasive Story 
Telling

Short and Simple Closely following 
guidelines



Questions
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